CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
castration complex which makes a masculine attitude difficult,
and also the hatred of her which sprang from the earlier positions.
Hate and rivalry of the mother, however, again lead to abandoning
the identification with the father and turning to him as the object
to love and be loved by.
The girl's relation to her mother causes her relation to her
father to take both a positive and a negative direction. The
frustration undergone at his hands has as its very deepest basis
the disappointment already suffered in relation to the mother; a
powerful motive in the desire to possess him springs from the
hatred and envy against the mother. If the sadistic fixations
remain predominant, this hatred and its over-compensation will
also materially affect the woman's relation to men. On the other
hand, if there is a more positive relation to the mother, built up
on the genital position, not only will the woman be freer from a
sense of guilt in her relation to her children, but her love for her
husband will be strongly reinforced, since for the woman he
always stands at one and the same time for the mother who gives
what is desired and for the beloved child. On this very significant
foundation is built up that part of the relation which is connected
exclusively with the father. At first it is focused on the act of
the penis in coitus. This act, which also promises gratification
of the desires that are now displaced on to the genital, seems to
the little girl a most consummate performance.
Her admiration is, indeed, shaken by the Oedipus frustration,
but unless it is converted into hate, it constitutes one of the funda-
mental features of the woman's relation to the man. Later, when
full satisfaction of the love-impulses is obtained, there is joined
with this admiration the great gratitude ensuing from the long-
pent-up deprivation. This gratitude finds expression in the
greater feminine capacity for complete and lasting surrender to
one love-object, especially to the "first love5.
One way in which the little girl's development is greatly handi-
capped is the following. Whilst the boy does in reality possess the
penis, in respect of which he enters into rivalry with the father,
the little girl has only the unsatisfied desire for motherhood, and
of this, too, she has but a dim and uncertain, though a very intense,
awareness.
It is not merely this uncertainty which disturbs her hope of
future motherhood. It is weakened far more by anxiety and
sense of guilt, and these may seriously and permanently damage
the maternal capacity of a woman. Because of the destructive
tendencies once directed by her against the mother's body (or
certain organs in it) and against the children in the womb, the
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